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Weijie Song situates Beijing in a larger context of modern Chinese-language urban imaginations, and charts
the emotional topography of the city against the backdrop of the downfall of the Manchu Empire, the rise of
modern nation-state, the 1949 great divide, and the formation of Cold War and globalizing world.
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Topography and geography are thus in the process of establishing themselves as new paradigms of literary
studies, although efforts in this direction continue to have a rather unsystematic character.
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